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Lawyer cites passion
for justice, jury system

Personal-injury lawyer
Nancy La Vista promotes
the value of trials by jury.

By Alexandra Clough
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

Attorney Nancy La Vista has led
avaried career, first starting her
work life as a nurse, and now work-
hﬁ;’ aleading trial lawyer in West
Palm Beach

La Vista, a founding partner of
* the Clark Fountain law firm, recent-
ly capped a year as president of the

Florida Chapters of the American

Board of Trial Advocates. It's been

atrying time for trial lawyers. The

use of social media is becoming a
- “challenge because it interferes with

the jury process.

FLABOTA, as it is called, is part
of a national organization dedicat-
ed to defending the American civ-
il justice system. Chief among the
group’s issues is the right to a tri-

al by jury. This is a given right in
the United States, but the group fre-
quently travels to other countries
to teach leaders about the ways of
the U.S. judicial system.

‘Closer to home, FLABOTA works
to educate children about govern-
ment, including provi teach-
ers with information on civics, such
as the importance of the jury sys-
tem and jury service. “If they don’t
know how it works and they don’t
understand it and don’t respect it,
then they can’t protect it,” La Vis-
tasaid.

As a trial lawyer, La Vista natural-

NANCY LAVISTA
Attorney

1Ty has a vested interest in keeping
the public participating in the jury
system.

In addition to apathy, social me-
dia and Internet use have provided
fresh challenges. Increasingly, ju-
rors are caught p comments
on social media sites such as Face-
book and Twitter about jur}/ selec-
tion or trials, in violation of explicit
court instructions not to do so.

Does the ubiquitous nature of so-
cial media spell the death knell for
juries?

La Vista says no. Concerns about
outside distractions are common
as technology pushes forward over
time. The lenge remains for
lawyers and judges to continue to

provide clear instructions about the |

responsibilities required of jurors,
she said.

Name: Nancy La Vista
Age: 62

Hometown: Juno Beach

Education: Bachelor’s in nurs-
ing, University of Michigan; Juris
Doctorate, University of Miami

Family: Engaged for the last 20

years!

About your firm: 1 am a partner
with the personal-injury law firm
Clark, Fountain, La Vista, Prath-
er, Keen, Littky-Rubin. I am a board
certified civil trial la and board
certified in the area of medical mal-
practice. The firm strives to provide
the highest quality legal represen-
tation for clients injured by others’
negligence. We pride ourselves on
our com| jon for our clients and
our results.

First d what
lemmm;n first paylny: %

job was telephone sitting (answer-
ing the business phone) of my par-
ents’ business when I was 5 years
old. :mneglpmenu and the val-
ue of

First break in business: My
first break in business was in nurs-
ing when, at the age of 25, I became
the head nurse of the medical in-
tensive care unit of the local hospi-
tal. At that time, it was unheard of
for a nurse to attain that position at
that age.

How your business has

: Because nursing changed

with less patient care being pro-
vided as one advanced, less help
and sicker patients, I opted to leave
nursing and become a lawyer. I
originally thought I would prac-
tice hospital law but was too much
of a patient advocate. As a result,
1 found myself practicing plaintiff
personal injury, concentrating in
the area of medical malpractice. To
this day 1 still err and call my clients
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JOHN VANDER WAGEN

John Vander Wagen is

the Chief Information
Officer for Rybovich Boat
Company, where he is
responsible for developing
the strategic IT vision
necessary to run the world’s
finest boatyard. John joined Rybovich in 2005
after an 18-year career with Perlman-Rocque,
‘where he was IT Director, serving McDonald’s
restaurants internationally. He currently serves
as a Trustee and Board member of the Chamber
of Commerce of the Palm Beaches. i
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Bethesda Health has
named Susan C. Muscat di-
rector of quality improve-
ment and resource manage-
ment.

In her new role, she will
direct hospital quality im-
provement activities and
hospital accreditation as
well as utilization and re-
ities.

Muscat earned her bache-
lor’s degree in business ad-
ministration from Daven-
port University. She earned
an associate’s degree in
nursing science from Henry
Ford Community College.

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

The Chamber of Com-
merce of The Palm Beach-
es announced the appoint-
ment of Jamie Walton as
director of special events.

a She will also be responsible
 for driving sponsorship rev-
enue.

The Economic Council
of Martin County has se-
lected Charles Gerardi as
its new chief executive offi-
cer and president.

Gerardi has served as vice
president of revenue devel-
opment and general manag-
er for The Palm Beach Post.
He also has been director of
strategic alliances and re-
tail advertising at The Dal-
las Morning News.

Gerardi will be responsi-
ble for the day-to-day op-
erations of the Econom-
ic Council, policy direction
and communications. He is
also responsible for devel-
oping long-term strategies
for the council.
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MOVING UP
Name: Christopher
Kochan
Distinction: Executive
director for The Tradition
of the Palm Beaches
City: West Palm Beach
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" Best business book:
The best business book I
read was “Good to Great”
by Jim Collins.

. Best piece of busi-
ness advice you ever re-
ceived: From my mother
— You can be the owner
of a business but respect-
ed only if you are willing

to help do any task you
ask your staff to do.

What you tell young
people about your
business: I would tell
young people that all
you have is your reputa-
tion, which can be hurt in
a breath. So treat others
well, be honest, take the
high road and stand up
straight.

Many successful peo-
ple learn from failure.
Do you have a failure

you can share and what
you learned from it?
You cannot be afraid of
failure. Every time I have
a jury trial, I face losing;
and when I lose, I feel
like I failed. But I know I
faced the risk of failure. I
did not shy away from the
risk. Life is full of risk.
Over time, 1 learned fail-
ure is only in not taking
any risk.

What do you see
ahead for Palm Beach

County? Palm Beach
County is a wonderful
place to live. It is obvious
its future rests in becom-
ing an even greater lead-
er in business and espe-
cially health research.
The schools and recre-
ational environment pro-
vide a wonderful place
for raising families. I have
great concern for the
courts however, primar-
ily caused by underfund-
ing and not educating

our society on the impor-
tance of an independent
judiciary and the right
to trial by jury. I feara
weakening of the branch
designed to provide a
check and balance to the
legislative and executive
branches of government
and a weakening of citi-
zens' rights.

Power lunch spot:
The firm kitchen for an
Isogenix shake! Seriously
1do not have many pow-

er lunches. When 1do, I
enjoy Testa’s outside.

Where we’d find you
when you’re not at the
office: I am out fishing or
horseback riding.

Favorite smartphone
app: Pandora.

What is the most
important trait you
look for when hiring?
Self-confidence.
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